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According to the state-run oil company PEMEX, Mexico imported an average of 250.3 million cubic
feet of natural gas per day during 1992, an increase of almost 53% from the daily average of 164.1
million cubic feet in 1991. The imports are a sharp contrast with the pattern nine years ago, when
Mexico exported an average of 148 million cubic feet of gas per day. PEMEX attributed the recent
changes to a decline in oil production (90% of gas is a byproduct of crude oil) and a reduction in
the number of gas wells, which declined to only five in 1992 from 14 in 1991. Four of the existing
wells are located near the US border in Tamaulipas state, while the other one is in southern Mexico.
According to PEMEX technicians, the region in Tamaulipas where the four wells are located has
extensive reserves of natural gas, but most of this supply is located far below the surface and is
difficult to extract without the proper technology. PEMEX production of natural gas averaged 3.584
billion cubic feet per day in 1992, down about 1.4% from 1991. During the same period, domestic
consumption increased by 1% to 3.834 billion cubic feet per day, forcing PEMEX to increase imports.
According to industry analysts, Mexican imports of natural gas from the US and Canada are
expected to increase by 50% per year in 1993 and 1994. (Source: El Financiero International, 04/05/93)
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